1. Purpose

SCOTT COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 27

DANGEROUS DOGS

Minnesota Statutes Section 347.50, subdivision 8 and MinnetaitaesS Section 347.53
authorizes counties to establish a procedure by which a dodgendgclared dangerous
or potentially dangerous, including the right to appeal tesignation. Pursuant to the
authority granted it by Minnesota Statutes, the Boardoshi@issioners of Scott County
prescribes the following procedures and enforcement regdagoverning dangerous
dog declarations.

2. Scope
a. The provisions of this section apply to the unincorpdrateas of Scott
County.
3. Definitions
a. Dangerous Dog. “Dangerous dog” means any dog that has:

(1)  without provocation, inflicted substantial harm on abn
being on public or private property;

(2) killed a domestic animal without provocation whilétbe owner’s
property; or

3) been found to be potentially dangerous, and aftertinerohas
notice that the dog is potentially dangerous, the dog agigety
bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans cesdizm
animals.

b. Potentially Dangerous Dog. “Potentially dangerous daggma any dog
that:

(1)  when unprovoked, inflicts bites on a human or domestimal on
public or private property;

(2) when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person, inciuding
person on a bicycle, upon the streets, sidewalks, op@plc or
private property, other than the dog owner’s propertgnin
apparent attitude of attack; or

(3) has a known propensity, tendency, or disposition &zlatt
unprovoked, causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety
humans or domestic animals.

C. Unprovoked. “Unprovoked” means the condition in whizhdog is not

purposely excited, stimulated, agitated or disturbed. dtrebuttable
presumption that any attack on a child fourteen yeaag®for younger for
which a reasonable person connotes an intent to infitybharm will be



considered to be unprovoked unless the child is engaged in the
commission of a crime or illegal activity, including iattes classified
under Minnesota Statute 343 as cruelty to animals.

Proper Enclosure. “Proper enclosure” means secwafined indoors or
in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure suitapkevent the
dog from escaping and providing protection from the elenfentkie dog.
A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or ahypparhouse,
garage, or other structure that would allow the dog tooéxtis own
volition, or any house or structure in which windows@pen or in which
door or window screens are the only obstacles thaeptelie dog from
exiting.

Owner. “Owner” means any person, firm, corporatwganization, or
department possessing, harboring, keeping, having an interes
having care, custody, or control of a dog.

Substantial Bodily Harm. “Substantial bodily hérhas the meaning
given it under Minnesota Statute Section 609.02, subdivi&@on

Great Bodily Harm. “Great bodily harm” has the megmgiven it under
Minnesota Statute Section 609.02, subdivision 8.

Animal Control Officer. “Animal Control Officerineans the agency or
person under contract with Scott County to provide animakab
services.

Designation of a Potentially Dangerous Dog

a.

The Animal Control Officer shall designate any dog pstentially
dangerous dog upon receiving evidence that the dog, when ukpthvo
has bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of apersa domestic
animal as stated in 3(b) above.

The Animal Control Officer will cause one ownédttlze potentially
dangerous dog to be notified in writing that the dog is patiénti
dangerous. The written notice will include dates, timespaces of
parties bitten or chased in an attitude of attack.

The Animal Control Officer may impound any dog determimeplose a
threat to public safety pending a final dangerous dog degigna

The Animal Control Officer shall quarantine any dothawt proof of
current rabies vaccination upon receiving evidence that théae bitten
any person or domestic animal.



e.

The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall hawae@chip
implanted in the dog for identification. The ownerlspeovide the name
of the microchip manufacturer and identification nundfethe microchip
to the Animal Control Officer within fourteen (14) daystieé designation.

If the owner of a potentially dangerous dog fails tplant a microchip in
the dog within fourteen (14) days, the Animal Control @ffimay
implant the microchip and asses all related costs tddbé owner.

5. Appeal of a Potentially Dangerous Dog Designation

a.

Within five (5) business days after receiving notica pbtentially
dangerous dog designation by the Animal Control Offides,dwner or
custodian of the dog may request a review of the desgnhyi requesting
review in writing on a form provided by the Animal Cont@ificer and
submitting written evidence that disputes the declaratidinet@nimal
Control Officer. The Animal Control Officer shallake a final decision
within seven (7) days following the receipt of the wnttequest, based
upon the written submissions only.

After a dog is finally declared potentially dangerohs,dwner or
custodian of the dog may request that the Animal Co6tfiider review
the designation annually. An administrative hearingofeene hundred
dollars ($100.00) shall be required prior to such a reviewthéteview,
the owner or custodian must provide evidence that the degavior has
changed. If the Animal Control Officer finds suféok evidence that the
dog’s behavior has changed, the Animal Control Officay nescind the
potentially dangerous dog designation.

6. Designation of a Dangerous Dog

a.

The Animal Control Officer shall designate any datpagerous dog upon
receiving evidence that the dog has, when unprovoked, iufflicte
substantial harm on a person or killed a domestic aninsthéesd in 3(a)
above.

The Animal Control Officer shall designate any datpagerous dog upon
receiving evidence that a dog, which has previously beenrddda
potentially dangerous dog, has again bitten, attacked eatdned the
safety of a person or domestic animal as statedainediove.

The Animal Control Officer may impound any dog determimeplose a
threat to public safety pending a final dangerous dog deggrarder.



The Animal Control Officer shall quarantine any dothawt proof of
current rabies vaccination upon receiving evidence that théae bitten
any person or domestic animal.

The Animal Control Officer will cause one ownétlte dog to be notified
in writing that the dog is dangerous. The written notideinclude dates,
times and places of parties bitten.

The Animal Control Officer will also provide one oamof the dog with a
Dangerous Dog Registration form.

Within fourteen (14) days of a declaration that a dogyldeen deemed a
dangerous dog, the owner or custodian of the dog shaflletarthe
Dangerous Dog Registration form and file it with the tB€ounty
Auditor with evidence showing that:

(1) aproper enclosure exists for the dangerous dog and thespgemi
are posted with a clearly visible warning sign, includingaaning
symbol to inform children, that there is a dangerous dafen

property;

(2)  asurety bond has been issued by a surety company authorized to

conduct business in this state in the sum of at 13634,$00,

payable to any person injured by the dangerous dog, or a pblicy o

liability insurance issued by an insurance company authorized to
conduct business in this state in the amount of at $395,000,
insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by the
dangerous dog and payable to the injured person(s);

(3) the owner has paid an annual fee of $105, in addition to any
regular dog licensing fees, to obtain a certificate gisteation;

(4)  the dog has had a microchip identification implanted;

(5) the dog has an easily identifiable tag with the uniformgdaous
animal symbol affixed to its collar at all times; and

(6) the dog is current in all vaccinations.

7. Appeal of Dangerous Dog Designation

a.

Within five (5) business days after a dangerous dog desigmaimade
by the Animal Control Officer, the owner or custodidihe dog may
request a hearing to contest the designation. The refgueshearing
shall be made in writing on a form provided by the Animahi@al
Officer.

The hearing shall be held before the Scott CountyiAdtrator or by an
independent hearing examiner selected by the Scott County Athaiar,
not more than fifteen (15) days after receipt of tlopiest for hearing.
The hearing officer will make findings of fact and willrer affirm or



reject the Animal Control Officer’s dangerous dog dedgignsor may
impose other sanctions as warranted. The hearingpo#fiall make a
final decision within seven (7) days of the hearing.

If the hearing officer confirms the dangerous doggtedion, the owner
or custodian of the dog shall complete the DangerousR®oistration
form and file it with the Scott County Auditor with evid®nas set forth in
Section 6(g) above within fourteen (14) days of final denis

After a dog is finally declared dangerous, the owneustodian of the
dog may request that the Animal Control Officer revibes designation
annually. An administrative hearing fee of one hundrdido($100.00)
shall be required prior to such a review. At the revidw,owner or
custodian must provide evidence that the dog’s behaviachzaged. If
the Animal Control Officer finds sufficient evidence thia¢ dog’s
behavior has changed, the Animal Control Officer magineisthe
dangerous dog designation.

8. Destruction of Dog

a.

If no appeal is filed, the dangerous dog designatiorstaitld and the
Animal Control Officer may order the animal destroyed.

9. Violation of Dangerous Dog Regqistration

a.

The Animal Control Officer shall immediately seizedangerous dog if:

(1) the dog is not maintained in a proper enclosure;

(2)  the dog is outside the proper enclosure and not under theghys
restraint of a responsible person;

(3) the dog is not validly registered within 14 days afterdlwner has
notice that the dog is dangerous; or

(4)  the owner does not secure the proper liability insurancerety
coverage within 14 days after the owner has noticettieatiog is
dangerous.

The owner or custodian may reclaim the dog upon payafent
impounding and boarding fees, and presenting proof to theahnim
Control Officer that the requirements of Minnesota@&aSections
347.51 and 347.52 have been met.

A dangerous dog not reclaimed under this section withiriden (14)
days may be disposed of as provided by law and the owimgbles to the
Animal Control Authority for costs incurred in confiningdadisposing of
the dog.



10. Exemptions

a.

The provisions of this section do not apply to police K-9 degsl by law
enforcement officials for police work.

Dogs may not be declared dangerous if the threat, injudamage was
sustained by a person:

(1) who was committing, at the time, a willful trespas®ther tort
upon the premises occupied by the owner of the dog;

(2)  who was provoking, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting tgeodo
who can be shown to have repeatedly, in the past, kedyo
tormented, abused, or assaulted the dog; or

(3) who was committing or attempting to commit a crime.

11. Criminal Penalty

a.

The owner of a dog declared dangerous or potentiallyedansg) who fails
to comply with the requirements of this section shalbuilty of a
misdemeanor, with penalties as provided under Minnesota law.

12. Rabies Quarantine

a.

Whenever any dog without proof of current rabies vacomdias bitten
any person or domestic animal, the owner or custodiimeadog, upon
being notified by the Animal Control Officer or local lamforcement,
will immediately cause the dog to be quarantined wighAhimal Control
Authority or by a veterinarian licensed to practiceh@ State of
Minnesota, for a period of ten (10) days after the perasrbbeen bitten.
Within 24 hours of impoundment, a veterinarian will obseheanimal
and examine the animal if necessary to ascertain whsgtmptoms of
rabies exist. If at the end of ten days the veteanadiagnoses the dog to
be free of the signs of rabies, the dog will be isdelafrom quarantine. If
the dog dies, it head will be sent to the State DepattofeHealth for
examination for rabies. The owner of the dog is resibénfor the cost of
guarantine and examination by the veterinarian.

Whenever any dog with proof of current rabies vaccinatasiitten any
person or domestic animal, the owner or custodian oddige upon being
notified by the Animal Control Officer or local law ené@ment, will
immediately cause the dog to be quarantined in their Honseperiod of
ten (10) days after the person has been bitten. heagrid of ten days, the
dog appears to be free of rabies, the home quarantineestalf the dog
becomes ill or dies during the period of home quarantigeptvner shall
immediately notify the Animal Control Officer for amination.
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